Relay for Life on the quad raises cancer awareness and funding 

Last week's Relay for Life event featured a 
beautiful West Virginia evening , lap walkers , 
food from the Ag and Forestry folks (and 
others ), music by Teal Steel , Jim House , Billy 
Gray and NOTEfly, a cake auction , the lighting 
of luminaries in memory of those lost to cancer , 
and lots of fund raising and socializing. Faculty 
sponsor Deanna Armentrout said thus far, 

Relay has raised more than $6,000. Donations 
continue through Aug. 31 for this year. 

Pictured left, many milk shakes were blended 
and sold. Pictured right, Snoopy the dog 
hangs out on the quad with Jason and Nathan 
Armentrout. 





Graduation set for May 5 

By Charles Walker 
Editor 

Potomac State College will hold the 109 th an- 
nual commencement on Saturday, May 5, at 
Church-McKee Arts Center at 1 1 a.m. 

Students must line up at 10:30 for the cer- 
emony. 

However, before the ceremony there are a few 
things that graduates need to know. 

On Friday, May 4, a graduation celebration 
will be held at Davis Conference Center, fol- 
lowed by practice immediately after, at 7 p.m. 

Following the ceremony on Saturday, there 
will be a reception for graduates and their fam- 
ilies in the plaza outside Church-McKee. 

Dr. Kerry Odell, in honor of this being his last 
year as PSC Provost, will deliver the keynote 
commencement address. 

Graduates may pick up their free cap and 
gown at the bookstore. Guests are unlimited. 

There is still time for sophomores to apply for 
graduation. 

To qualify for graduation, students must 
have a 1.95 GPA and be within six credit hours 

Turn to Page 2 Commencement speaker Dr. Kerry Odell 



Library celebrates Earth 
Day, extended study hours 

By Cody Hickey 
Senior Campus News 
Editor 

Library Director 
Jill Gardner and 
staff created new 
displays celebrating 
Earth Day and rais- 
ing awareness about 
the consequences of 
pollution. Free spi- 
der plants were giv- 
en to library users. 

The library also has extended hours for 
the rest of the semester. Today and tomor- 
row, it will be open until midnight. Friday 
will be normal hours, 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
During finals week, on Sunday it will be 
open from 4 p.m. until midnight. Monday 
through Wednesday hours are 8 a.m. until 
midnight. Thursday hours are 8 a.m. un- 
til 9 p.m. Friday hours will be 8 a.m. until 
4:30 p.m. Students are encouraged to uti- 
lize the extended hours and STUDY! 



Students awarded for scholarship and service to the college 


By Kayla Wolford 
Campus News Editor 

The Seventy-Second Annual Recognition Day 
appreciates students and faculty for their vari- 
ous academic and voluntary efforts. Honor So- 
ciety faculty adviser Dr. Vicki Huffman spoke 
about how proud the society was of the stu- 
dents' individual accomplishments. The event 
was located in Lough Gymnasium on Sunday, 
April 22. It was sponsored by the Sigma Phi 
Omega Honor Society. 

The society was founded in 1923 and in 1940 
began recognizing students for various aca- 
demic efforts. 

Dr. Kerry S. Odell, campus provost, present- 
ed Katlyn Taylor the award for outstanding 
student. Taylor is a pre-pharmacy major. The 
four other students nominated for this pres- 
tigious award were Jessica Shanholtz, Robert 
Hetzel, Erin McGee, and Clinton Barnes. 


Professor Emeritus Dinah Courrier present- 
ed the “Service Above Self' award on behalf 
of the Keyser Rotary. This award is presented 
to an individual who “goes above and beyond 
expectations to provide service." Joshua Stra- 
chan was the recipient of this award. Strachan 
is a second-time recipient of the award. 

Huffman presented the Character Counts 
awards. The trust awards were presented to 
Brenda Minshall and Shannon Harvey. The re- 
spect awards were presented to Calvin Bosley 
and Kimberly Crites. The awards for responsi- 
bility were presented to Tyler Yoak and Chynna 
Kiser. Lauren Filer and Alisha Shiffer received 
the fairness awards. The caring awards were 
received by Aaron Outman and Justin Buchi- 
na. The citizenship awards were presented to 
Charles Von Hagel and Lori Ann Jendras. 

Turn to Page 7 
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Heidi Samuels wins 
Professor of the Year 




Provost candidates interview on campus 


By Kate Sedgwick 
Editor 

This year's Outstand- 
ing Professor of the Year 
Award was presented to 
Heidi Samuels, assistant 
professor of criminal jus- 
tice. Samuels started her 
career at Potomac State 
College in the fall of 2005 
as an instructor. In six 
years, Samuels has been 
nominated five times for 
the award. 

Due to what she refers 
to as her “losing streak," 
Samuels did not intend 
to fill out the paperwork 
for the award. Not until a 
student came to her with 
a written letter of recom- 
mendation did she decided 
to go for it. “If they're going 
to take the time to do that, 
then I'll totally do it." 

Samuels brought three 
criminal justice students 
to the ceremony, students 
who were being considered 
for the criminal justice stu- 
dent award. 

Samuels thought this 
was a small way to show 
her big appreciation. Her 
intentions were to make 
it a learning experience 
through “teaching by ex- 
ample how to lose gra- 
ciously." 

At the ceremony, she 
explained to the students 
how there were five appli- 
cations being considered 
for the criminal justice 
award and there would 
be only one winner, not 
knowing that soon she 
would have to show how 
to win graciously. “I never 



thought I would get it." 

When asked if she had a 
speech prepared, Samuels 
said she just “winged it!" 
While accepting the award, 
she made sure to thank 
her students. “For me, this 
award is all about the stu- 
dents." 


By Cody Hickey 
Senior Campus News Editor 

Three potential provosts 
visited both WVU and PSC 
this month, speaking to 
students, faculty, and staff 
and becoming acquainted 
with the campuses. The 
candidates are Cindy Kel- 
ley, Leonard Colelli, and 
Warren Myers. 

Cindy Kelley currently 
serves as the dean of aca- 
demic affairs at WVU at 
Parkersburg. 

Kelley said she was look- 
ing for a small rural area, 
where students are “not 
just names on a paper." 


Karen Peer awarded 
Staff Person of the Year 

By Katelyn Eichelberger 
Senior Campus News Editor 

Karen Peer, executive 
secretary/ administrative 
assistant for the campus 
provost, has won the Out- 
standing Staff Person of 
the Year Award. 

Peer graduated from Po- 
tomac State in 1972 with 
an associate's degree in ex- 
ecutive secretarial science. 

“When I attended Potomac 
State, I never dreamed that 
I would work here some- 
day!" said Peer. 

Peer has been working 
as the executive secretary 
for the last 29 years, under 
eight head administrators. 

“Everyone has a differ- 
ent leadership style. It’s an 
adjustment getting used to 
their style," said Peer. 



She is ecstatic and 
thankful to have won the 
award. “It's a huge honor," 
said Peer. 

Peer is from Fort Ashby, 
W.Va. She has a daughter 
and son-in-law, Andrea 
and Don Schafer, and a 
grand puppy, Schamie. 


She thinks that communi- 
cation between Keyser and 
PSC could be improved by 
putting the students' faces 
out in the community. “I 
think the atmosphere is 
right for change," says Kel- 
ley, “and that in any school 
you have to see yourself as 
part of that community. 

Kelley, who is respon- 
sible for over 4,200 stu- 
dents, believes that “stay- 
ing in touch with the stu- 
dent government," and 
“creating programs to ben- 
efit both the campus and 
Keyser is very important. I 
think there are things that 
might be untapped." 

Leonard Colelli is cur- 
rently the dean of Eberly 
College of Science and 
Technology at the Califor- 
nia University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Colelli said that ex- 
panding Internet classes 
helped students become 
more successful. “Our en- 
rollment just got higher," 
says Colelli. 

“I like small schools," 
he said, “and every single 
person I talked to at Mor- 
gantown had a good feeling 
about this place." 

Warren Myers, a profes- 
sor and associate dean of 
Academic Affairs for the 
College of Engineering and 
Mineral Resources at WVU, 
grew up on a farm in Som- 
erset, Pa., as the oldest of 
nine children. “I milked 
cows as a kid by hand," 
says Myers. 

Myers believes that peo- 
ple are “much more will- 
ing to listen if you have a 
plan,” and that it is, “ab- 


Campuswide tobacco ban proposed for WVU: not PSC, yet 


By Caroline Peters 
Staff Writer 

A proposal to ban all to- 
bacco products on the en- 
tire WVU campus is being 
reviewed this spring. 

WVU Board of Gover- 
nors Policy 57, the Health 
Sciences Center Tobacco 
Free Campus policy, would 
change to extend the cur- 
rent tobacco ban at the 
Health Sciences campus 
to the entire WVU campus, 
inside and outside. 

The proposed change, 
being considered by the 
West Virginia University 
Board of Governors, would 
go into effect July 1, 2013. 


Student violation of the 
tobacco-free policy could 
result in expulsion. Em- 
ployee violations range to 
termination. 

What affect does this 
have on Potomac State 
College? As of now, none. 

But the WVU president 
could extend the tobacco 
ban to Potomac State. 

Chase Tyler, a PSC fresh- 
man and a smoker had 
some views on WVU's to- 
bacco ban. He said, “I 
think it's kind of ridiculous 
because there are a lot of 
college kids and staff mem- 
bers that smoke." 

Grace Ejiba, a freshman 


at PSC who plans on at- 
tending WVU next year, 
had a different outlook. 
“It might be a good idea 
because it will eliminate 
second hand smoke and 
people will be in better 
health." But will it work? 
“No. When you ban some- 
thing it makes them want 
it more." 

Tara Dooley, a smoker 
and a freshman at PSC 
said, “WVU's campus is so 
big that it will be impos- 
sible for police to maintain 
but I don’t want to get ex- 
pelled when I go there." 

When asked if the tobac- 
co ban made them wish to 


attend another college, all 
three of the students said, 
“No." Chase went on to say, 
“I fell in love with WVU, not 
cigarettes. I don't think it's 
going to work. They don't 
stop burning couches; 
they're not going to stop 
smoking." 

According to WVU, the 
public comment period 
ends May 9. Written com- 
ments go to Valerie Lopez, 
Special Assistant to the 
Governing Board, at Valer- 
ie . Lopez@mail . wvu . edu or 
Valerie Lopez, Office of the 
President, WVU, PO Box 
6201, Morgantown, West 
Virginia 26506-6201. 



Cindy Kelley, Leonard Colelli, 
and Warren Myers, top to bot- 
tom. Photos by Cody Hickey 

solutely critical to develop 
a strong advocate with 
WVU." He says that park- 
ing, class scheduling, and 
facilities management, like 
replacing Science Hall, are 
some issues that he would 
like to improve upon. “I 
don't know that everyone is 
pulling in the same direc- 
tion here", stated Myers. 

Provost Kerry Odell will 
step down on June 30. 

Graduation From Page 1 

of degree requirements. 
Graduates within six cred- 
it hours of a degree will be 
allowed to participate in 
commencement. 

Graduation is then com- 
pleted with additional 
credits from PSC or anoth- 
er college. 

Graduation applications 
are available in the Aca- 
demic Affairs Office or on 
the website under “Cur- 
rent Students." 

Students can buy photos 
before or after the ceremo- 
ny. There are two packag- 
es: one 8x10, two 5x7s and 
8 wallets; and one 5x7, two 
3x5s and 4 wallets. 
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Hoey retires from computer teaching 



By Katelyn Eichelberger 
Senior Campus News Editor 

James Hoey, professor 
of computer science and 
information technology, 
and PSC representative to 
a statewide faculty group, 
will be retiring from Po- 
tomac State College after 
this academic year. 

Hoey was hired mid-se- 
mester, February 1975, at 
Potomac State as the co- 
ordinator of the computer 
center and instructor of 
computer science. 

“It was interesting to 
come in here mid-semes- 
ter,” Hoey said. “I had to try 
to pick up the pieces.” 

Prior to Potomac State, 
Hoey worked as a systems 
analyst with Kelly Spring- 
field Tire Co., after serving 
in the Merchant Marines 
as a third officer, and earn- 
ing his master's degree 
from Frostburg State Col- 
lege (now University). 

“I was teaching the skills 
that I used for work,” said 
Hoey. “That's why I got the 
job; I was able to teach 
computer classes that 
needed to be taught.” 

When Hoey first started, 
he juggled his work be- 
tween teaching and com- 
puter maintenance. The 
college only had one com- 
puter when he first arrived, 
but he said he always kept 
busy. 

Hoey said that working 
between the two jobs was a 
balancing act, but no mat- 
ter what, “Students came 
first.” 


In 1977, Hoey, along with 
Harlan Shreve, worked to 
automate student registra- 
tion. 

Hoey smiled as he ex- 
plained that each student 
had a punch card that 
showed each student's in- 
formation and when regis- 
tering for classes, students 
picked up multiple punch 
cards for the classes they 
needed. 

“Administrators couldn't 
imagine living without 
punch cards,” Hoey said as 
he laughed. 

Similar to MiX, Hoey and 
Shreve developed a pro- 
gram designed specifically 
for student registration 
and all the office work. 

In 1990, after fifteen 
years of teaching, Hoey 
was promoted to professor 
of computer science. 

And now, Hoey says that 
his only juggling act is how 
fast the computer world is 
moving. 

“It's like running a little 


race. You want to stop and 
catch your breath,” Hoey 
said looking to his long 
shelf full of books that he 
has used for reference and 
classes. “Learning to re- 
learn is the key.” 

Hoey said he continues 
to take courses to help 
keep up with the computer 
world. 

Hoey said that one of the 
most rewarding experienc- 
es he has had at Potomac 
State was travelling with 
students. 

“Travelling off campus 
with students helps put 
a different perspective on 
things,” said Hoey. In his 
office, he has two large 
frames full of pictures from 
the trips he has taken. 

“It's been a fun journey. 
I've worked with good peo- 
ple here,” said Hoey. 

In his retirement, Hoey 
plans to travel more. But 
the biggest thing, Hoey 
said jokingly, “I'll do what- 
ever I want to do.” 



Photo and reporting by Elisha Wagoner 


CJ majors meet job opportunities 

The Criminal Justice Club held its sixth annual career 
fair last week to assist students in attainting viable em- 
ployment and to learn about different jobs , and “ making 
connections , ” says Heidi Samuels , the co-adviser. The 
fair is open to the community and there were 12 agencies 
from Maryland and West Virginia recruiting: local crimi- 
nal justice agencies , the Navy , Air Force , law enforce- 
ment , and forensics. The CJ Club is the only club on cam- 
pus who does employment assistance , said Samuels. 
“We’ve had a phenomenal outcome. I’m astonished at the 
efforts of the Criminal Justice Club. They’ve volunteered 
so much of their time. Also , shout out to the officers Josh , 
Shannon , Theresa and Kourtni. ” 



Photo and reporting by Katelyn Eichelberger 


New dorm roome set to open in fall 

Catamount Place single-style rooms feature a twin bed , 
with under-bed storage , a desk , and a wardrobe with a 
built-in dresser. Catamount Place will also have double 
rooms , double suites , single suites , and quad suites. The 
dorm will also have a community lounge , fitness center , 
wifi access , and be a 24-hour quiet zone for students. 


Cline Slaubaugh retires after 30 years in Maintenance Department 


By Emily Jackson 
Campus News Editor 

Cline Slaubaugh con- 
cludes a 30-year career in 
maintenance, from carpen- 
try to heating and cooling, 
in June. Slaubaugh has 
enjoyed his time at Po- 
tomac State and will miss 
the students but is happy 
to be retiring. 

Throughout his 30 years 
he has seen many chang- 
es. Slaubaugh said when 
Potomac State used to 
have football, the players 
tore up everything in the 
dorms. He also said PSC 
went through many differ- 
ent provosts and in recent 


years he has seen a lot of 
teachers come and go. He 
is especially curious to see 
the changes with main- 
tenance over the next few 
years because a lot of staff 
will be retiring and new 
people will be coming in. 

Slaubaugh had some in- 
teresting things to fix at 
Potomac State. Not long 
after Slaubaugh started 
at PSC he was called to 
the bathroom in Memorial 
Hall because of plugged 
drains. When Slaubaugh 
got to the bathroom he dis- 
covered that the students 
had plugged the shower 
drains and turned on all 


the showers heads, allow- 
ing water to flood the room. 
If that wasn't bad enough, 
he found two ducks swim- 
ming around in the bath- 
room. 

Slaubaugh is looking for- 
ward to fishing, hunting, 
and not having to come to 
work. He shouldn't get too 
comfortable in his retire- 
ment because after speak- 
ing to his wife, she seems 
to have a different plan. 
Slaubaugh's wife Susan, 
who works in the business 
office, said it will be strange 
not seeing him on campus 
but has a long “honey-do” 
list to keep him busy. 
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Romanian-lsraeli student has lived different cultures 



Bo photo by Brittany Biddle 


By Brittany Biddle 
Campus News Editor 

While many Potomac 
State students cross rivers 
and ridges to attend col- 
lege, not many had to cross 
the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Atlantic Ocean. But 
this is the story of busi- 
ness management major 
Botond Szilaj, who started 
in Sfantu Gheorghe, Ro- 
mania, and lived for years 
in Israel before emigrating 
to the United States. 

“People in Romania are 
very proud, as evidenced 
by how they care for their 
property,” said Bo. They 
keep their yards groomed 
no matter how rich or poor 
a family is. 

Also you will see people 
traveling by horse and wag- 
on on city streets, although 
most use public transpor- 
tation. “Romanians drive 
like they are crazy. It is ac- 
tually frightening.” He also 
mentions that Romanians 
love their food, alcohol and 
their soccer, of course. 

In Bo’s native Transylva- 
nia, the spoken language is 
Hungarian with Romanian 
a second language. “In my 
hometown of Sfantu Gheo- 
rghe, street signs are writ- 
ten first in Hungarian and 
below that in Romanian. 

“My family left Romania 
(when I was 14) to go to 
Israel to provide a better 
life for my brother and me. 
When we lived in Roma- 
nia, it was under a dicta- 
torship. Life was very hard 
then.” He said basic sup- 
plies were often unavail- 
able unless through the 
black market. 

Israel, on the other hand, 
is filled with people of many 
cultures such as Russian, 
Ethiopian, American, Mus- 
lim, Moroccan, Yemen, Ro- 
manian and Hungarian. 
Bo says people brought 
their languages, foods, 
beliefs and customs with 
them. You will see people 
dressed in many different 
styles of clothing, speak- 
ing their native language, 
along with Hebrew, and 
believing in their own reli- 
gions; however, the prima- 
ry religion is Judaism. “No- 
body works on Saturday as 
it is the Sabbath. Holidays 
are strictly followed, and if 
you believe differently you 


respect the Jewish tradi- 
tions.” 

In Israel, it’s common to 
see either camels along the 
side of the road or goats 
grazing along the road- 
ways. Natural resources, 
especially water, are val- 
ued and the sun is used 
for heating water that is 
placed in large tanks that 
sit on top of buildings. 

A huge difference be- 
tween the U.S. and Isra- 
el is that when men and 
women turn 18, they must 
enlist in the military. “If a 
war breaks out you can be 
called up at any age be- 
cause even older citizens 
can do something to help, 
even if it is peeling pota- 
toes for meals to feed the 
soldiers,” says Bo. Secu- 
rity is very high in Israel 
where it is common to see 
soldiers with guns in pub- 
lic places. For example, to 
drive into a mall you must 
pass through a security 
checkpoint and have your 
vehicle, purses or book 
bags inspected before en- 

The Eckerson 

By Cori Gregory 
Campus News Editor 

Twins, brothers and best 
friends all in one, Trev- 
or and Lucas Eckerson 
couldn’t have any more in 
common or they would be 
the same person. 

Sophomores at Potomac 
State College, they share 
the same friends, music 
and Xbox controllers. 

Trev and Luke, for short, 
were both born on April 23, 
1992, in Winchester, Va. 

Trevor John Eckerson 
was born two minutes be- 
fore Luke and with his own 
sort of magnetism setting 
him aside making him an 
individual. He would say 
he’s more aggressive than 
his brother and a little 
more outgoing. 

He’s from Romney, 
W.Va., majoring in medical 
lab science. Trev played on 
the men’s soccer team his 
freshmen year. He usually 
played midfield on the out- 
side. 

“If I’m on the left he’s 
usually on the right,” said 
Trev, speaking about his 
brother’s positioning when 
they’re on the field togeth- 
er. 


tering. Also, individual citi- 
zens are always observant 
of their surroundings for 
possible terror threats. 

In Israel, Bo joined the 
Israeli Defense Force and 
then later joined the mili- 
tary reserves. He worked 
in the food industry for a 
while and also in construc- 
tion, performing welding 
on high-rise buildings. 

Bo speaks Hungarian, 
Romanian, Hebrew, and 
English, with a little Ara- 
bic, Russian and Spanish. 

In 2003 he fell in love 
with Katrina and decided 
to move here to the U.S. 
They got married in 2004 
and now reside in Western- 
port, Md. 

Bo likes the fact that 
the cost of living is much 
less expensive in the U.S. 
compared to Israel. “In the 
U.S. you have a variety of 
landscapes (forests, moun- 
tains, deserts, swamps, 
prairies) to explore all in 
one country, which is quite 
large compared to Israel.” 

He also likes that we do 


Trev said he enjoys play- 
ing soccer with his brother 
and that he “always knows 
where he is on the field” 
when they’re playing at the 
same time. 

Trev and Luke started 
playing soccer at the same 
age and have been playing 
together ever since. 

Trev sees his brother as 
his best friend. He enjoys 
spending time with him 
because they get along so 


not have the daily concern 
of missile attacks or terror- 
ist threats. He mentioned 
that most of the homes 
in Israel had “safe rooms” 
to help protect them from 
these attacks. 

Bo misses the music he 
listened to over there, the 
variety of food, friends 


well. He says that they 
never officially talked about 
going to the same school; 
however, even though it 
was unspoken, he knew 
they would. 

Lucas John Eckerson 
was also born on April 23, 
1992. He believes himself 
to be more passive when 
compared to his brother. 
Like his brother he is from 
Romney. He is majoring in 
business and economics. 


and family, and soccer of 
course. He got to be the as- 
sistant coach with PSC’s 
men’s soccer team for 
about five years. He said, 
“Soccer in Israel is every- 
thing. Life stops during the 
World Cup so people can 
watch soccer matches on 
TV.” 


Luke enjoys playing 
sports, such as soccer, 
video games and hanging 
out with friends. Trev and 
Luke have a lot of the same 
friends, which doesn’t 
bother either of them. 

“It’s not like we’re fighting 
to borrow the car because 
we’re going to see the same 
people,” said Luke 

The question you may be 
asking yourselves is if they 
have ever switched places? 

The answer to this ques- 
tion is yes, but not for a 
practical reason. They did 
it just “to screw with peo- 
ple” said Trev. The change- 
up occurred when Luke 
went to Trev’s harmony 
class and Trev went to 
Luke’s computer class. 

The twins also share 
a lifetime brand on their 
back, the Gemini symbol. 

“I like it. It’s my best pal. 
I’ll never hate the tattoo be- 
cause I’ll never hate him,” 
said Luke 

Trevor and Lucas Ecker- 
son have almost everything 
in common, making them 
a dynamic duo. 

They are brothers by 
birth and best friends by 
choice. 
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Cats finish home season today at 2 against Chesapeake 


By Marshall Porter Potomac State Cata- 

Sports Editor mounts baseball team 

With storms that was forced to post- 
normally would pro- pone Sunday’s game 
ceed during the win- against Chesapeake 
ter in the forecast, the College. 



The Cats will make- 
up their game today at 
Golden Field, starting 
at 2 p.m. 

The Cats were de- 
feated in both games 
of the double head- 
er Saturday against 
Monroe College, 10-0 
and 17-4 making the 
Cats’ record 17-21 on 
the season. 

In other weekend ac- 
tion, baseball alum- 
nus Jake Ellifritz 
(1998-2000) was in- 
ducted into the PSC 
Athletic Hall of Fame. 

He holds the Cata- 
mount career record 
for home runs, 25, and 
runs batted in, 123. 

His freshman batting 
average of .470 still 
ranks as the top single 
season batting aver- 
age in PSC history. 



Left, T.J. Weisenburg 
tags out a runner; above, 
Weisenburg completes 
a double play; Brendan 
Miller pitches; Joel Rosen- 
crance hits. 

Photos by Raymond Burner 

During his sopho- 
more year (2000), he 
was named to the NJ- 
CAA second team All- 
American roster. 



Lady Cat softball finishes strong at home: WPCC next 


By Star Harris 
Sports Editor 

Potomac State’s softball 
team opened the season 
in late March with an ex- 
plosive double-header win 
against Frederick Com- 
munity College. Since then 
they have kept up the 
same intensity. “We’re get- 
ting better and better each 
day, as a team,” says soph- 
omore Courtney Dolly. 

Captain Tori Thompson 
is the force that drives this 
hungry Catamount team. 
She threw a no-hitter in 
game one and nailed a 
grand slam to lead Potomac 
State to a sweep over Com- 
munity College of Beaver 
County. “It’s a team effort. 
Everyone wants to win; we 
give 110% in practice and 
that carries over onto the 
field,” says Thompson. 

Erin McGee and Taylor 
Rice have made some noise 
on the offensive end for 
the Lady Cats. In a sweep 
past Westmoreland County 
Community College, both 
performed exceptionally. 
Rice had two singles and 
McGee doubled, with Mc- 


Gee knocking in two runs. 

The Lady Cats have just 
three games left in the 
regular season. With the 
Region XX Tournament 


fast approaching, Coach 
Jim Walton wants to take 
every game one by one. 
“Our first focus is winning 
the WPCC; but there is no 



Last week against Westmoreland , Taylor Rice , above , 
pitched a four-hitter and drove in four runs. Tori Thopson 
pithed a two-hit shutout and hit a homerun. Sports pho- 
tos on this page thanks to Raymond Burner 


doubt that this team can and 15-9 overall, 
win it all.” The Cats are scheduled 

PSC is 8-0 in the WPCC to play again today. 
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To be or not to be... in class 

In high school it was truancy if you didn’t go to class. Now that 
I’m in college, I’ve noticed attendance is kept on record also. I’m a 
sophomore at Potomac State College. In my past two years here I’ve 
seen so many friends fail a class because they missed it too much, 
even though they got A’s on all their tests. 

I think that since our education isn’t free, we shouldn’t be obligated 
or boxed in by attendance policies. Of course to be successful in a 
class you have to attend the class, especially if the material is new to 
you. But what about the students who have excellent memory or great 
test taking habits and don’t need to go to class every session to get a 
passing grade? 

I think that attendance should be left up to the people paying for 
their education. Their character and responsibility will determine how 
often they go to class. While not having an attendance policy may have 
a negative effective on classroom participation, there is always the 
possibility of a positive turn out. 

If students don’t feel the burden of attending class everyday, they 
may come more often because of the freedom. Students may feel 
they are given a choice and there’s always a fifty-fifty chance of them 
making the appropriate decision. 

I do believe that to be successful in school, you should go to class. 
Hands-on learning proves to be more effective than teaching yourself. 
However, if you’re sick or just don’t feel like coming to class that day, I 
don’t think there should be penalties. 

It’s our money and it’s our education. We should take it as we please. 

Cori Gregory 

Trust in your faith 

As the semester comes to a close, students wonder what their next 
step in life will be. So many decisions, so little time. You may ask 
what is the process to make these life decisions? For me: a lot of 
prayer and seeking for answers. At a time where success is too often 
defined by money, I don’t know if that is what I want. I may be called 
to something more than I can understand. I do know that I want to 
stay true to myself and to my God. As of now I really do not know 
where I will be in the near future, but I am trusting in my faith to 
lead me where I’m needed and where I can make the most impact in 
my community. Sometimes in life we will not have the answers and 
we may never have them, but we must have faith in something rather 
than nothing. Whether it is religion, family, or even yourself, you have 
to have faith in something. 

Marshall Porter 
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Owi 

Dear incoming Provost, 

Potomac State is a wonderful place to realize what is possible. It 
brings small classrooms with the real academic challenges that stu- 
dents will face when they transfer to bigger universities. As outgoing 
Student Government President, I have a few things to say. 

Do not try to be Dr. Kerry Odell because to be honest you cannot be 
him. Be yourself 100 percent of the way and good things should come. 

Believe in “Realize what is possible.” Before Potomac State, I was a 
dropout with no direction in my life. I had a ninth grade level of educa- 
tion and passed the GED. I had no algebra, no English, and no science 
experience to prepare me for what college faculty were going to throw 
at me. However, with determination on my part and most importantly 
faculty and staff to guide me, I have been Student Government Presi- 
dent and more: I have never received less than a B for any class. That 
includes Math 121 and 126; Biology 102 & 104; English 101, 102, and 
233; Stats 111; and all the criminal justice courses that require spot- 
on APA format. 

Sitting on the Provost Search committee shed light on many issues, 
including salaries. Our faculty and staff need raises. Potomac State 
stood up to the challenge from WVU by setting record enrollments the 
past four years. However, WVU still feels that teaching at an academic 
institution has less value than teaching at a research institution. 

But don’t raise salaries on the backs of students. Students in West 
Virginia are picking up the tab on about 60 percent of the college oper- 
ating budget compared to about 10 to 20 percent 15 years ago. 

I also want to say that the Criminal Justice program here is the 
best academic program available. The writing is on the wall.... liter- 
ally! Look at that Duke Whitmore-Gates Scholars Wall. Over the last 
four years, four criminal justice majors have made it on that wall; 
two criminal justice majors have won the Student of the Year award. 
Next year will be two years in a row that a criminal justice major will 
be President of Student Government and two years in a row criminal 
justice majors have won Keyser Rotary Service Above Self Award. Two 
students in our program have just been accepted to law school. I can- 
not count if I had four hands how many of our students work full-time 
jobs and are great academic students as well. 

Solving real ethical issues in our world today, evaluating both sides 
of the argument, and coming to a decision based on sound reason, and 
fortitude makes a good student a great student. That my friend is what 
Dr. Andrea Bucklew and Heidi Samuels (soon to be Dr. Heidi Samuels) 
base their criminal justice program and their academic freedom on in 
the classroom. 

Joshua Strachan 

Would RuPaul approve? 

It’s commendable when an organization takes up the arduous task 
of philanthropic service. Unfortunately sometimes events meant to 
fundraise can be damaging to an organization’s image. I don’t believe 
you could have a respectful or tasteful “male beauty pageant” when 
it seems more like a crude comedy show without talented entertain- 
ers. This isn’t about anyone looking beautiful. It’s 
about people finding it humorous that the men 
are mockingly wearing women’s clothing. This 
only reinforces the belief that these gender roles 
are clear and defined for every individual and that 
those individuals that break these rules are wor- 
thy of being mocked and ridiculed. 

A drag queen puts on make-up and a glamor- 
ous dress as a form of art and entertainment 
that grew out of a culture that was ostracized, 
harassed, beaten, killed, outlawed, and arrested 

Drag queen legend, RuPaul. 

for defying gender roles and being lesbian, gay, photo courtesy of Logo online 

bisexual, or transgendered. There are also individuals who are transi- 
tioning and transvestites who dress as the opposite gender as a valid 
attempt to fit in with the gender they identify with. Gay men, transves- 
tites, and transsexuals are often degraded by larger society because we 
still see a woman as lower than a man and for a man to take a lower 
station is often considered offensive or just comedic. 

My morality prevents me from attending any event that demeans a 
minority group of people. These kinds of events would certainly dis- 
courage diversity and inclusiveness from the coordinators’ group and 
participants. You can donate to Relay for Life at relayforlife.org or to 
the American Cancer Society at cancer.org. Brett Stump 





Students Kim Gamber, Aisha Short and Daniel Guy 
talk math with Professor Seldomridge. Interestingly, 
each student is in a different math class: Concepts 
of Math, statistics and calculus. 

Seldomridge honored for 
service to math education 

By Aaron Cook 
Sports Editor 



50 A Office re elected for next year 



Professor of Mathematics 
Gary Seldomridge recently 
received the most presti- 
gious award given by the 
West Virginia Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics. 
Seldomridge was honored 
with the Distinguished 
Service Award, given to a 
teacher displaying exem- 
plary work in mathematics 
education. 

Seldomridge designed 
the Council's new Web site. 

“I was surprised. The an- 
nouncer was giving the in- 
troduction, then later as he 
continued, it became obvi- 
ous that I was the recipi- 
ent," said Seldomridge. 

The award, referred to as 
“The Chair," is an engraved 
captain's chair, which Sel- 
domridge now has in his 
office on the second floor of 
Administration Building. 

Seldomridge, in his 37 th 
year at Potomac State, ap- 
proaches his math stu- 
dents with two things in 
mind. 

“I try to make thing very 
understandable because 
it's not enough to know 
how, you have to know why 
as well. 

“You have to let students 
feel comfortable with not 
knowing, gain their trust," 
he said. 

Seldomridge teaches 
classes from Math 90 to 
Calculus. 

“I don't really have a fa- 
vorite but the most inter- 
esting class would be Calc 
1. I really just enjoy teach- 


ing any student that didn't 
get it before." 

When asked how he tran- 
sitions from class to class, 
he says that he sits and 
considers what the previ- 
ous class didn't under- 
stand in the last class and 
how to explain it to them. 

Seldomridge has a bach- 
elor's degree in mathemat- 
ics from Davis and Elkins 
college. He also earned a 
master's degree and doc- 
torate in math from WVU. 

Seldomridges' hobbies 
are writing computer pro- 
grams and reading about 
history. 



Subramanian retires 

Dr. Lalitha Subramanian , 
associate professor of 
mathematics , will retire 
from Potomac State at the 
end of the school year. 

She has been teaching 
math here for seven years. 
She and her husband will 
spend time visiting family 
in the U.S., then return to 
see family in India. 


By Cindy Ellifritz and 
Stephanie Wildman 
Campus News Editors 

Students recently elect- 
ed new SGA officers for 
next year: President Chris 
Pascoe, Vice President 
Laura Freeman, Secretary 
Breeona Alston, and rep- 
resentative to Student Ad- 
visory Council Jesse Cook. 
The officers assist on all 
faculty/ executive commit- 
tees and councils, where 
they are the “voice of the 
students." 

Alston is a current fresh- 
man from Maryland. She 
was referred to PSC by 
a family friend. She has 
been active in school 
government since high 
school. She is currently 
an RA in University Place. 
She would like to help the 
campus by adding more 
activities for students to 
do. “Small improvements 
would make being at this 


Awards From Page 1 

The excellence in safety 
award was presented to 
Professor Jeff Jones by Dr. 
Henry Falkowski. 

Falkowski also presented 
both the Morris Organic 
Chemistry award to Katlyn 
Taylor and the Powell Gen- 
eral Chemistry award to 
Brooke Mangold. 

History Instructor Cas- 
sandra Pritts presented 
the Mauzy-Harris History 
Award to Heather Beeseck 
and Barbara Johnson. 

Dr. Gerald Wilcox pre- 
sented the freshman Biol- 
ogy Award to Brooke Man- 
gold and Matthew Shaffer. 

Wilcox also presented the 
William E. Michael Award 
for sophomore biology stu- 
dents to Bradley Baker. 

Professor Sheri Chisholm 
presented both Anatomy 
and Physiology awards to 
Bradley Baker and April 
Dennis. 

The following awards 
were presented by Jeffrey 
Jones: Outstanding Agri- 
culture sophomore Stu- 
dent Award to Tyler Yoak, 
Outstanding Forestry 
Sophomore Student Award 
to Brett Stump, and the 
Don S. Starcher Freshman 
Agriculture and Forestry 
Award was presented to 
Kelsey Kimmel. 

Dr. Andrea Bucklew and 
Heidi Samuels presented 


school more enjoyable," 
Alston said. She would like 
to help update facilities, 
and in the future would 
like to see a rec-center 
here. 

Jesse Cook is a current 
freshman from Lost River, 
W. Va. He's double major- 
ing in political science and 
math. He likes that PSC 
is a small campus where 
the students and faculty 
get to know each other. He 
became interested in SGA 
because he wanted to do 


the Criminal Justice Stu- 
dent Recognition Award to 
Joshua Strachan. 

Karen Campbell present- 
ed to Outstanding Busi- 
ness Management Student 
Award to Kevin Knotts. 

Professor Fred Jacoby 
presented the Journal- 
ism awards to the senior 
editors of Pasquino. The 
awards were presented to 
co-editors Kate Sedgwick 
and Charles Walker, se- 
nior news editors Katelyn 
Eichelberger and Cody 
Hickey, sports editors 
Aaron Cook and Marshall 
Porter, and feature editors 
Cori Gregory and Kayla 
Wolford. 

Strachan also “passed 
the gavel" to new student 


more activities. “I would 
like to see students be 
more involved," said Cook. 

SGA helps sponsor many 
activities like American 
Red Cross blood drives, so- 
cial mixers, Spring Bash, 
and Homecoming Dance. 
Their office is located on 
the top floor of the Student 
Union. Students are en- 
couraged to come to their 
bi-weekly meeting, which 
are announced through 
student MIX accounts and 
the SGA Facebook page. 


government president 
Christopher Pascoe. Pas- 
coe, Strachan and other 
SGA officers recgonized 
Dean William Letrent and 
administrative assistant 
Diana Grady for their con- 
tribution to the SGA. 

Golf team wins 

By Marshall Porter 
Sports Editor 

The golf team looks to make 
their final season an unforgetta- 
ble one. The Cats have currently 
not lost a match, ranked second 
in NCJAA Division II. 

The Cats are led by Head 
Coach Aaron Edwards. 

The team plays in the Region 
XX Tournament May 4-5, and 
hopefully the national tourna- 
ment in Indiana. 


PSC Boxing Club celebrates their year 



The PSC Boxing Club held their end-of-the-year banquet 
last week at the Stray Cat Wing Shack in Keyser. They 
viewed videos of their matches at Penn State University 
and at Lock Haven University on the TV located in the 
wingshack. Photo and reporting by Caroline Peters 
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Journalism sophomores hit D.C. 


Campus News 


For more than 25 years, the 
sophomore journalism majors 
have visited Washington, D.C. 
to explore the historic and cul- 
tural importance of the area. 
This year, the group attended 
the 100th anniversary of the 
National Cherry Blossom Fes- 
tival, on a beautiful, sunny 
day. Three thousand trees 
were given to our country by 
Tokyo, Japan, in 1912. 


“We timed it perfectly 
for the cherry blossoms 
and topped it off with a 
great trip to the News- 
eum,” said Journalism 
Professor Fred Jacoby. 

“In the Newseum, I was 
impressed by the world 
map showing how few 
nations have free press.” 
This photo was taken 
into a mirrored glass wall 
at the Newseum. Charles 
Walker, Kate Sedgwick, 
Katelyn Eichelberger, 
Aaron Cook, Cody Hick- 
ey, and Marshall Porter 
make the trip to D.C. 
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RelayforLife2012 

Survivors take the first 
lap around the quad, 
April 1 9. Pictured left, 
the “girls” from the Ag. 
Club, along with other 
club members, raised 
lots of money for cancer 
research. Frankfort Mid- 
dle School’s Teal Steel 
band performed on the 
quad. Photos by Katelyn 
Eichelberger and Elisha 
Wagoner 


“The trip to D.C. showed me that 
all the stories in journalism his- 
tory that Jacoby has been telling 
us the last couple of years, actually 
did occur. I learned how much of 
an impact journalism has made on 
the world,” said Kate Sedgwick. 

This photo was taken in the New- 
seum at the 9/11 Front Page wall. 
A video showing working journal- 
ists in NYC that morning was so 
powerful, people in the small view- 
ing room wept. A piece of the com- 
munications tower, pulled from the 
rubble, hangs in the Newseum. 


5(5A gavel passes at Recognition Day, Sunday 


“I had never been to D.C. be- 
fore, and I was surprised at 
how clean it was. I feel like I 
learned a lot about the his- 
tory of journalism and our 
country,” said Cody Hickey. 

The group went to the power- 
ful memorial for Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., newly cre- 
ated along the Tidal Basin. 

The group experienced Viet- 
namese food and Native 
American food, for the first 
time. 


Chris Pascoe received the official SGA gavel from 
outgoing president Josh Strachan at the annual 
Recognition Day ceremony, held in Lough Gym on 
Sunday afternoon. Strachan thanked his mentors at 
Potomac State, including Dean William Letrent and 
Diana Grady, administrative assistant in the Stu- 
dent Affairs Office, and the criminal justice faculty. 
Pascoe said he is ready to work for more student in- 
volvement on campus. Photo thanks to the PR Office 








